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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-9 and 11-22 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) |EI Claim(s) 1.3-9.11.13.14 and 16-21 is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 05 December 2005 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The present Office action is made in response to the Decision on Appeal issued 
by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences on 1 1/26/2008. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Claim 1 is allowable. The restriction requirement between the species (l-lll), as 
set forth in the Office action mailed on 2/1/2005, has been reconsidered in view of the 
allowability of claims to the elected invention pursuant to MPEP § 821 .04(a). The 
restriction requirement is hereby withdrawn as to any claim that requires all the 
limitations of an allowable claim. Claims 2, 4, 15 and 18-22, directed to species II and 
III, are no longer withdrawn from consideration because the claims requires all the 
limitations of an allowable claim. 

In view of the above noted withdrawal of the restriction requirement, applicant is 
advised that if any claim presented in a continuation or divisional application is 
anticipated by, or includes all the limitations of, a claim that is allowable in the present 
application, such claim may be subject to provisional statutory and/or nonstatutory 
double patenting rejections over the claims of the instant application. 

Once a restriction requirement is withdrawn, the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 121 are 
no longer applicable. See In re Ziegler, 443 F.2d 121 1, 1215, 170 USPQ129, 131-32 
(CCPA 1 971 ). See also MPEP § 804.01 . 

As a result, the pending claims are claims 1-9 and 11-22 which claims are 
examined in this Office action. Note that claim 10 was canceled by applicant in the 
amendment of 7/1 8/2005. 
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Priority 

3. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

4. The replacement sheet contained corrected figure 1 was received on 12/5/05. 
The corrected figure 1 is approved by the examiner. As a result, the present applicant 
contains six sheets of figures 2-7 as filed on 7/18/05 and one sheet contained figure 1 
as filed on 12/5/05. 

Specification 

5. The lengthy specification which was amended by the amendment of 12/5/05 has 
not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the presence of all possible 
minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any errors of which 
applicant may become aware in the specification. 

Claim Objections 

6. Claims 2, 1 2, 1 5 and 22 are objected to because of the following informalities. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

a) In claim 2: a period must be added at the end of the claim. 

b) In claim 12: the term "claiml" appeared on line 2 should be changed 
to -claim 1-. 

c) In claim 15: the features "the rod lens main elements of the outer rod lens 
lenses" (line 3) and "the lens elements" (line 3) each lacks a proper antecedent 
basis. Applicant should note that the basis for each of the mentioned feature is 
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provided in claim 2, not claim 1 . Should the claim 15 be amended to depend 
upon claim 2 to make the claim 1 5 comply with the requirement of 35 USC 1 1 2, 
second paragraph? 

d) In claim 22: the feature thereof "one of more of the lens main elements" is 
unclear. Should the mentioned feature be changed to - one or more of the lens 
main elements-- or other suitable structure having supported from the 
specification to make clear the feature claimed? 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 1, 3-9, 11,13-14 and 16-21 are allowed. 

8. Claims 2, 12, 15 and 22 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome 
the objections under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

9. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

The device as claimed in the independent claim 1 is allowed by the Decision on 
Appeals issued by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences on 1 1/26/2008. 
Conclusion 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thong Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2316. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephone B. Allen can be reached on (571) 272-2434. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Thong Nguyen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2872 



